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				Dear members and friends,

				As we enter the month of May and the warmer weather, it is wonderful to see flowers blooming and trees beginning to bud. We are preparing the courtyard so that visitors can enjoy sitting outside - whether with a cup of coffee or simply to take in some peace and quiet.

				On April 19, we had a “Sunday at the Museum” that included our Annual Meeting, where we reviewed 2025, followed by the first celebration of the Museum’s 50th Anniversary. We were honored to receive greetings from Congressman Mike Quigley, State Representative Kelly Cassidy, Heather Saenger (Chief of Staff to State Senator Mike Simmons), and 48th Ward Alderwoman Leni Manaa-Hoppenworth. It was a meaningful reminder that our Museum is deeply connected to the Andersonville community.

				A special highlight was the ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Patrick, representing the City of Chicago Department of Planning and Development, marking the completion of the second-floor connection between our buildings - partially funded through a grant.

				This new connection allows us to create a conference room, library, and a new Genealogy Room, along with a dedicated lunchroom for staff. We have reinstalled the conference table made in Sweden, originally used at the Swedish Consulate when Chicago was home to a Consulate General. The chairs are being refurbished with padding and covers by Lauaralee Carlson Reese and wooden bases provided by Erik Norlock.

				For the library, we are assembling bookcases that will soon be filled with books, along with a comfortable seating area where visitors can read and explore our collections.

				The trip Swedish Odyssey 2026 will take place from May 28 to June 7, bringing approximately 45 participants to Sweden. There will also be a pre-trip to Copenhagen and a post-trip to Oslo. We hope to share highlights from the journey on Facebook and Instagram. I will be in Sweden during this time and plan to meet the group in Gothenburg and Stockholm. The timing is especially exciting, as the group will celebrate Swedish National Day in Stockholm on June 6. I will return to Chicago in time for Andersonville Midsommarfest, taking place June 12–14. You can read more about the festival on page 4. 

				If you are interested in volunteering for Midsommarfest, please contact Layne by phone or email at eborden@samac.org.

				Throughout 2026, we will continue celebrating our 50th Anniversary with special events and social media features. Dates and details will be shared via email and on our website. The 50th Anniversary Exhibition will open on Friday, Aug. 14, followed by a celebratory evening event on Saturday, Aug. 15. More details will be announced soon.

				We invite you to join us for our events and programs, whether in person or virtually. And during Midsommarfest, don’t miss the dancing around the Midsummer pole and the lively music - it’s always a highlight of the season.

				Med Vänliga Hälsningar

				Karin Moen Abercrombie

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates, Matt Olaveson & Kristin Rimington

				50th Anniversary Committee Members

			

		

		
			
				Photos from the 50th Anniversary Celebration were taken by Tone Stockenstrom
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				50th Anniversary

				The Swedish American Museum in Andersonville is turning 50 in 2026, and the celebration will last all year. Marking five decades as a beloved cultural hub in Chicago and one of the leading institutions in the United States dedicated to preserving and sharing Swedish and Nordic culture. Founded in 1976, the 28,000 square-foot Museum has grown from a grassroots effort into a nationally recognized destination welcoming visitors from across the country and around the world for exhibitions, festivals, language classes, and cultural programs. Keep an eye out for upcoming celebrations on the website and in your email. These include a Retro Party on Aug. 15, a speical exhibit (more on page 5) and the annual Gala on Nov. 7.

				Pictures from the 50th Anniversary Celebration on April 19, 2026
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				Leni Manaa-Hoppenworth, Kelly Cassidy, Mike Quigley, 

				Matt Olaveson, Heather Saenger, Karin Moen Abercrombie, 

				Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates& Kerstin Lane, 

			

		

		
			
				Julie Benson, Jill Pearson-Reider, Larry Simpson & Jane Florine

			

		

		
			
				Matt Olaveson, Patrick Leow, Paul Rimington, Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates, 

				Brian T. Johnson & Karin Moen Abercrombie

			

		

		
			
				The new conference room with the table from the 

				Consulate General in Chicago.
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				Sherrie Magnuson, Karin Bjorkling & Janet Nelson

			

		

		
			
				Chad Eric Bergman & Annette Seaberg
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				MidsommarfestJune 12-14, 2026

				The Andersonville community comes together every June to celebrate its Swedish heritage through Midsommarfest. This year marks the 60th anniversary for the Andersonville Midsommarfest. For three nights and two days, this vibrant and diverse community will bring together over 80,000 people to celebrate pride with the traditional Swedish summer celebration featuring eclectic music, great vendors, food and free kids’ activities. This year’s festival will feature over 50 music and entertainment acts on four stages located along Clark at Foster, Berwyn, Balmoral, and Gregory.

				The Museum celebrates with a Swedish stage playing Swedish music, kids activities, a chance to make your own fresh flower midsommar crown or buy a fabric one, Swedish food in Mormors Cafe, free entry to the Museum and much more. Don’t miss the traditional opening ceremony on Saturday at 11 a.m. at the Swedish stage. We will dance around the Midsommar pole, learning traditional Swedish dances and dance while the Swedish choirs perform.

				Swedish stage lineup:Friday5 p.m. - Out of Storage6:15 p.m. - 7000apart8 p.m. - American EnglishSaturday11 a.m. - Opening Ceremony1 p.m. - Gus Giordano Dance School2:15 p.m. - Sam Fazio3:30 p.m. Crocodile Rockstar5 p.m. - BANDØLIER6:30 p.m. - Planet Claire8 p.m. - Dancing Queen (An ABBA Salute)SundayNoon - Miss Foozie Pet Parade1:15 p.m. Jessie White Tumblers2 p.m. - Laura Doherty and the Heartbeats3:30 p.m. - Hello Weekend5 p.m. - Love in October6 p.m. - Sixteen Candles
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				Want to volunteer at Midsommarfest?

				We need help in all areas of the Museum as well as outside in the festival.

				To learn more and to sign up visit

				SwedishAmericanMuseum.org/event/midsommarfest

				or contact Layne Borden

				lborden@gmail.com
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				The Hellstrom’s of Melrose Street c. 1915

				Installation Art by Thomas Hellstrom 

				Ongoing – Sunday, Oct. 4, 2026

				The Swedish American Museum presents “The Hellstrom’s of Melrose Street c. 1915,” an immersive installation by fourth-generation Swedish-American artist Thomas Hellstrom that brings his family’s Swedish-American story on Chicago’s North Side to life. Drawing from his Great Aunt Delores Olsen’s meticulously annotated photo albums, the exhibition features candid, often humorous photographs - including early “selfies - of Delores, her brother Harlow Hellstrom, and their father Victor, who emigrated from Stockholm in the 1890s.

				Delores’s handwritten, annotated photographs are the installation’s starting point, which pairs a video presentation - an homage to the early movie-houses in Andersonville that Delores and Harlow frequented - with original Victorian 

			

		

		
			
				furnishings and family heirlooms depicted in the photographs. The installation invites visitors into the everyday world of a young Swedish American family in the early 20th century, enriching the Museum’s mission by connecting historic Swedish experiences with the neighborhood as it exists today.

			

		

		
			
				Unsettled Clay

				Artwork by Carl Mankert

				Oct. 9, 2026 – Feb. 7, 2027

				Exhibit Opening: Oct. 9, 6 p.m. -8 p.m. 

				This exhibition brings together a dynamic and rich collection of works by ceramicist Carl Mankert, exploring the expressive potential of clay – one of humanity’s oldest creative materials – through a contemporary lens. 

				The artist’s work is a reflection of his own experiences with the duality of Swedish-American identity. Never settled, always here and there. He draws inspiration 
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				from a deep cultural well, incorporating both classic Scandinavian design and the din of urban America; the solid rock of homeland and the unsettled experiences of an immigrant. Through his work, he draws on repetition, perfection, and reflection. 
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				50 Years at the Swedish American Museum: 

				Honoring our Roots, Cultivating Tomorrow

				Friday, Aug. 14 – Sunday, Nov. 29

				This special display will highlight and honor the past 50 years of community at the Swedish American Museum. Since 1976, the Museum has been a cultural anchor for generations of Swedish Americans and a welcoming space for all to explore and reflect on the immigrant experience. This exhibit reflects on the journey: the visionary founders who brought the Museum to fruition, the milestones that shaped our growth against the backdrop of Chicago’s 

			

		

		
			
				Andersonville neighborhood, and the staff, volunteers, artists, scholars, and visitors who breathed life into it. As we celebrate the Swedish American Museum’s golden anniversary, we invite you to look both backwards and forwards with us; to reflect on the legacy that the Museum has built over the past 50 years and look ahead to the future.
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				ANNUAL REPORT 2025

				GREETINGS FROM THE DIRECTOR - Karin Moen Abercrombie

			

		

		
			
				Linnea Norlock, and Mathilde Hogg—they have created a warm and welcoming space where visitors can explore Swedish flavors and traditions. Our talented bakers—Candy Serna early in the year and, beginning in May, Rachel Garrett and Jack Rademaker—expanded the menu with delicious offerings. From perfectly crafted cinnamon and cardamom rolls to soups, quiches, and seasonal specialties, the Café has become a beloved gathering place. Many guests visit almost daily, and it is a joy to see families share a fika before or after time in the Children’s Museum—we often even know each child’s favorite cookie.

				With the Store and Café located side by side, many visitors enjoy both experiences. Store Manager Lydia Taylor continued to expand the range of products, and together with Store Associate Bev Albert engaged warmly with customers and shared their knowledge of the offerings. Sales surpassed those of previous years—an exciting result of growing engagement with our patrons and an expanded product selection.

				We also saw meaningful growth in the number of volunteers joining our team. Layne Borden, Community Engagement Manager, created opportunities for volunteers to connect, share experiences, and build community across different areas of the Museum. Volunteers are often the first to welcome visitors at the front desk and regularly support the Store on weekends. Their generosity makes so much of our work possible. We are thankful to all our volunteers who help us run programs and events as well as projects in collection and administration. Together with staff they make sure we are able to greet and welcome visitors six days a week.

				Jack Rogalla, Education Manager, and contracted educators Barb Miller and Sarah Schar bring their personal passion for education and immigration history to school tours, making each visit a memorable experience. Children often return with their parents to spend more time and share what they learned. Barb and Sarah also serve as docents during afternoon hours, while Kayla Kriho and Chloe Johnson are often at the Museum on weekends. Kaia Thompson was part of the team until her graduation in May 2025, and Mathilde Hogg contributes when home during school breaks. The Brunk Children’s Museum Advisory Board plays an important role in guiding education activities, helps plan craft activities for family events, and volunteers at those events—further strengthening our programming.

			

		

		
			
				Each March, our staff takes time to reflect on the past year—celebrating highlights and accomplishments while also identifying opportunities for growth and improvement.

				This past year, our dedicated staff once again proved to be the foundation of our success, working collaboratively to advance the Museum’s mission in thoughtful and engaging ways.

				In January, we were pleased to welcome Sarah Hawkinson as Curator. Her expertise and enthusiasm quickly strengthened our work across exhibitions, collections, and programming. As the core exhibit “We Are America” neared completion, we initially anticipated supporting collections and exhibit work through the curator and interns rather than hiring a collections manager. However, that plan evolved when we were awarded a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to digitize our collection. With this exciting opportunity, Sarah expanded the team, and we welcomed Bridget (Bea) Sider as Curatorial Assistant and Shelby Walker as Archival Technician. Their important work—often taking place behind the scenes in the basement—plays a vital role in preserving our history. We are always glad when they join us upstairs for lunch or a well-earned coffee or tea from the Café. More about their accomplishments can be found in Sarah’s article.

				Mormors Café also experienced a year of growth under the leadership of Café Manager Jeanette Norlock. Together with her team—Eva Paddock, Kae Norlock, 
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				Back from left: Jack Rogalla, Sarah, Hawkinson, 

				Jeanette Norlock & Lydia Taylor

				Front from left: Anna Engström Patel, 

				Karin Moen Abercrombie & Layne Borden

				Photo by Kathleen Hinkel
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				Andersonville participating in  Art Institute’s 

				“Project Windows 2025: Caillebotte in the City“

				Photo by Kathleen Hinkel & Project by

				Shannon Lewis aka Shanlandia

			

		

		
			
				The connection between what happens at the Museum and the larger community is the work of our Communications team. Communications Manager JJ Kells departed in May 2025, and we were pleased to welcome Angelica Farzaneh-Far back to the team, this time working remotely from Boston. She is supported by Sanna Nyström and Layne Borden across all print materials, email communications, and social media.

				The Genealogical Society’s strong Genealogy Advisory Group planned and held monthly genealogy sessions, mostly online, with different speakers each month. We thank Julie Benson for her leadership throughout the year.

				During parts of 2025, construction brought periods of noise and dust, but the results are very important to our continued operation. Our expanded space now allows us to more comfortably welcome groups, host meetings, and offer flexible environments that better serve our community. These improvements position the Museum for continued growth and increased engagement in the years ahead. We are grateful to contractor Mark Schall and his team for their work on every project, and to Miles Lindblad for his reliable availability whenever something goes wrong or a building question arises. Shortly after a phone call or text, Miles is at the Museum to address both minor issues and larger projects alike.

				I also want to include Anna Engstrom Patel and thank her for her work as Honorary Vice Consul at Honorary Consulate and for her assistance at the Museum whenever needed. We are happy to welcome new visitors to the Museum that are coming for their Swedish passport, to register a newborn child, or get other assistance helpful to being a Swedish citizen. Anna planned and hosted a Pippi birthday party and was the driving Co-Chair of the Annual Gala in November 2025. 

				Our commitment to community remains strong. We continued to collaborate closely with our neighbors in Andersonville and strengthened partnerships with Team Sweden organizations across Chicago. These relationships are vital to our mission, helping us celebrate Swedish heritage while connecting to the broader immigrant experience.

				At the same time, this was also a year of remembrance. We said goodbye to several cherished members of our Museum family whose contributions helped shape the institution we are today. We honor them with gratitude and carry their legacy forward in our work each day.

				A great source of support for me throughout the year has been our Board of Directors, chaired by Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates. The board meets monthly, and their encouragement of our activities and mission has 

			

		

		
			
				been invaluable. I also extend my deep appreciation to Paul Rimington, Chair of the Board of Trustees, whose guidance and sustained involvement have meant a great deal to me and the organization.

				As we reflect on the year, we are deeply grateful for the support and dedication that define the Swedish American Museum community. Together, we move forward with a strong foundation and a renewed commitment to preserving and celebrating our shared cultural heritage.

				Thanks for being part of the Museum and for your encouragement of our work throughout the year.

				Med vänliga hälsningar

				Karin
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				Donors to the Swedish American Museum

				Permanent Collection in 2025 

				Karen Bieschke 

				Laura Blanda 

				Monica Carlson

				Junia Hedberg 

				Charles & Anne Hogren 

				Kerstin Lane 

				Amy Merschdorf

				Robert Mitzner

				Marta Nelson 

				Ruth Nelson

				Lisa Pillola

				Paul Rahe 

				Kristin Rydholm

				Tina Schmidt 

				Vera Tavares

				Sandy Wachholz
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				There was a large jump in the Museum’s Instagram followers last year right from the offset: this can likely be attributed to the anticipation of the Karin Larsson exhibit, as there were no other big events happening at the time of the jump. Facebook also received a sudden increase in followers later that year; in September 2025, the combination of the Museum’s participation in Scandinavian Day in Vasa Park and our job postings for our Collections Team saw a jump in page followers that remained after the time passed. Outside of those instances, the Museum received a steady rise in followers on both our social media pages throughout the year. During the Fall of 2025, we created a Facebook account for Mormors Café and began to share some of the upcoming specials on both Instagram and Facebook, leading to a slight rise in followers.

				The Museum continues to find its most popular posts on Instagram are regarding large annual events such as Midsommarfest and Julmarknad, and Swedish cultural events celebrated at the Museum like Swedish National Day and Lucia. On Facebook, the Museum receives more engagement on posts about artifacts in the Museum collection and our upcoming exhibits.
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				The Swedish American Museum collections continued to experience growth and refinement in 2025, through a variety of exciting projects.

				Many fascinating and thoughtful donation requests came in throughout the course of the year, and 17 were accepted into the Museum’s permanent collection. Karen Bieschke donated two hand-painted Dala horses attributed to artists Anna-Karin “Kaj” Hansson and John Gudmunds, reflecting more contemporary examples of the craft of Dala horse painting. Ruth Nelson donated a collection of assorted archival materials related to Salem Lutheran Church, once the oldest Swedish Lutheran congregation on the south side of Chicago. Marta Nelson donated a wedding dress (dated ca. 1886) that was originally worn by her great-grandmother, Mathilda Erickson (née Ericsdotter) (1859-1949). Mathilda would eventually immigrate with her husband Eric to Chicago after their marriage. These are just a few examples of artifacts that were accessioned into the permanent collection in 2025. You can view highlights from our more recent accessions, along with other selected items from the permanent collection, via the CatalogIt HUB (linked on the “Collection” page of the Museum website). 

			

		

		
			
				COLLECTION
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				Siljansfors Horse, carved by Ingvar Kusagård and 

				painted by Kaj Hansson. Accession 2025.2.1.
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				Wedding dress, dated ca. 1886. Accession 2025.15.

			

		

		
			
				In 2025, the Museum hosted 9 curatorial interns, all of whom assisted with a mixture of collection and exhibit projects over the course of 803 hours. Intern projects included researching and developing social media posts highlighting items from the permanent collection, refreshing the second-floor “New to Collections” and hallway artwork displays, metadata remediation, digitization, editing and uploading photographs of collection artifacts to catalog entries, conducting inventory, and more. 

				The Museum also hosted a visit from the Chicago Area Conservation Group and a group of graduate students from the Johns Hopkins University AAP Museum Studies program. Both of these groups were able to 

			

		

		
			
				peek “behind the curtain” and engage in discussion with Museum staff about a variety of topics related to conservation, archiving, general collections care, and more. 

				The Museum team has also been working to improve areas of its collection storage and facilities in relation to suggestions that were provided as a part of the Collections Assessment for Preservation (CAP) that was awarded to the Museum in 2024. Newer developments in this regard have included the finalization of an updated Collections Management Policy, as well as an Emergency Response & Preparedness Plan specific to protocols for salvaging collection artifacts in the event of water or fire damage. Museum staff members, as well as members of the Museum’s Collections Committee, received information and training in relation to these new emergency protocols so that, in the event of an emergency, more items can be stabilized and/or salvaged. Additionally, light-blocking shades were installed in the Lind Room and sections of the core exhibit, We Are America, in order to reduce incoming light levels and help in controlling environmental conditions. 

				In 2025, the Museum also received an award from the National Endowment for the Humanities that will support a large-scale digitization project. Entitled Digitizing the Swedish-American Experience in Chicago, this project will involve digitizing, re-housing, correcting and updating metadata in the Museum’s database CatalogIt, and publishing records online. The purpose of this project is to increase access to material that focuses on personal immigration stories and items that relate to the Swedish-American experience in Chicago between the late 1880s and the mid-1900s, when Swedish migration and Swedish-

			

		

		
			
				American culture flourished in Chicago. Two part-time employees, Archival Technician Shelby Walker and Curatorial Assistant Bea Sider, have joined the Museum team as a part of this project. While this digitization effort will capture the lives of Swedish-Americans specifically, illustrated through the documentary archives that they created, we believe that their stories can contribute to the understanding of immigrant lives, ethnic identities, and cultural traditions in Chicago and the United States more generally. In this one-year project (which began in September 2025), our team expects to have at least 15% (about 45 linear feet) of the archival collections digitized and ready to be published online.
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				Karin Larsson: Let the Hand be Seen

				Jan. 17 – April 19

				Created by Carl Larsson-gården, this exhibit highlighted the legacy of Karin Larsson, wife of famous Swedish painter Carl Larsson. Karin’s work in the textile arts, furniture construction, and interior design reflect her artistic training, curiosity, innovation, and openness to the emerging late-19th century trends. This exhibit showcased Karin’s work through her experiences as an artist, wife, and mother, featuring reproductions of her most significant pieces including furniture, dresses, curtains, pillows, and other hand-made designs that accented the Larsson family home. Today, Karin’s impact on the fiber arts and interior design remains an important part of Sweden’s contributions to women’s history and the wider world of art. 

			

		

		
			
				Icons: An Exhibition about the Right to Exist

				April 25 – July 6

				Created by the Glada Hudik Theater in collaboration

				with the Fotografiska Museum, this exhibit featured portraits of famous icons and archetypes we can all relate to. However, these icons are depicted by a group who have rarely, if ever, been allowed to stand out, despite always being among us. 21 models from all over Sweden have much in common: dreams, feelings, and Down syndrome. 

			

		

		
			
				For the Love of Color and Light

				July 11 – Sept. 14

				This exhibit featured artwork by painters Anders Knutsson and Pia Sjölin, both of whom immigrated to America in the 1960s and 1970s. Through their work, Anders and Pia explore the connection of color and light to the Scandinavian landscape and way of life. 

			

		

		
			
				Hemma + Borta | Home + Away

				Sept. 19 – Nov. 30 

				This exhibit featured photography by Allen Wheatcroft, who lives in Andersonville, Chicago and visits Sweden every year for several months. In this exhibit Allen turned his attention to exploring more deeply the built environment where he lives and spends his time. The result is a dual project exploring the North Side neighborhoods of Chicago and beyond, and eastern Sörmland, Sweden Through this exhibit, Wheatcroft revealed patterns that emerge where people live; he examined qualities of this order itself, how people create organization and rhythms with the placement of structures in different contexts. 
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				Mormors Café

				Chicago: A City in Color

				Oct. 3-5 

				This exhibit, featured as a part of Andersonville Arts Weekend, featured work created by Chicago-based artist Kevin Swallow, known for his paintings and photographs of urban architecture and cityscapes.
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				The Art of Fika

				Oct. 4, 2024 – Feb. 2, 2025

				This exhibit featured watercolors by Jan Padover, a native of San Francisco who studied at Fetco’s Skolan for Bildande Konst, Gerlesborgskolan, and Konstfackskolan in Sweden, as well as the Angel Academy in Florence. He went on to teach art in the San Francisco and Swedish school systems for many decades. This series of FIKA pastry portraits has been published as a Playing Card desk by Prospero Art Publishers, and has been exhibited at the Nut House Gallery and the Grillska Huset in Sweden. In America, these portraits have been shown at the American Swedish Historical Museum in Philadelphia and the American Swedish Institute in Minneapolis, prior to this show at the Swedish American Museum. 

			

		

		
			
				Be More Pippi!

				May 9 – Aug. 3

				This exhibit, created by The Astrid Lindgren Company, honored Pippi Longstocking’s legacy in light of the 80th anniversary of the beloved Swedish character, created by Astrid Lindgren. Including a reading corner, hopscotch, and photo props, this display embodied the fun and engaging spirit of Pippi that will continue to raise and nurture future generations.
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				Wallenberg Gallery

			

		

		
			
				Swedish Cabins: The Legacy of Henry Steiner

				Feb. 7 – May 4

				Created by Nordic Northwest, this exhibit explored the story behind the log cabin and its role in Swedish immigration and innovation in the United States. The story of the Swedish log cabin lives on through the legacy of craftsman Henry Steiner, whose family built around one hundred cabins and other structures. Some artifacts from the Museum’s Permanent Collection related to log cabins, as well as a set of tools loaned from the collection of Ross Fogelquist, were also on display for guests to enjoy.

			

		

		
			
				Swedes at the Fair

				Aug. 8 – Nov. 2

				Curated by the Swedish American Museum, this exhibit highlighted the Swedish-American experience in Chicago at the 1893 World’s Columbian Exposition, and ways in which Swedish cultural heritage was put on display through exhibits at the Swedish Pavilion, programming on “Sweden’s Day”, and more. Guests were provided with interesting insights into the Swedish immigrant community’s multifaceted entry into mainstream American life through this significant historical event. 

			

		

		
			
				Naturens Rytmer | 

				Nature’s Rhythms

				Nov. 7, 2025 – Feb. 15, 2026

				This exhibit featured work created by Swedish-American artist Maria Jönsson, who studied textile art, and traditional weaving techniques at Sigtuna Folkhögskola. She weaves, knits, and crochets with recycled and reused materials to create unique textile pieces inspired by the natural world of Sweden and northern New Mexico.
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				The Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration has continued to serve the community as a space to explore and reflect upon immigration history and Swedish heritage through educational programming and imaginative play. It is a meeting point which brings families together through holiday events, birthday parties, and everyday play, welcoming both local families from the neighborhood and those visiting Chicago from abroad. The exhibit shows a narrative of Swedish immigration in the 1800’s. Starting in a traditional red stuga [cottage], one can explore the busy life of a Swedish farmer from the era including milking a cow, operating a cream separator, and stocking a wood burning oven among the many chores. Once ready to make the journey, one can pass by the ticket booth to get a ticket and passport and embark up the ramp up onto the steamship. Through the steamship, you arrive at the American homestead featuring a Minnesotan log cabin, garden to pick from, and stream of fish to catch. Though anachronistic, the Museum would not be complete without a Viking ship to remember Sweden’s warrior past and rocket ship chairs to celebrate Swedish American astronaut Buzz Aldrin.

				Students can learn about life and immigration in the 1800’s on a guided tour with one of our educators, clad in traditional clothing for an immersive experience. We partner with schools all over the Chicagoland area who bring their students to tour the Museum to build upon topics of study such as human migration, U.S. immigration history, and Chicago neighborhood diversity. In addition, students may engage in arts and crafts, learn a traditional folk song and dance, and tour our “We Are America” exhibit for a more in-depth look into what it was like to travel aboard a wooden sailing ship or a steam ship, pass through Ellis Island, and explore the businesses and cultural organizations formed by Swedes in the Chicagoland area. This year, we hosted a Teacher Open House for teachers to come and see demonstrations of tour activities and learn how they can utilize the Museum to enhance their curriculum. The experience left a big impression on the principal of Eliza Chapelle Elementary School, which led to 170 students across three different grade levels being scheduled to visit the Museum in 2026. We seek to use this as a template to continue to make connections with new teachers in the upcoming years.

				Birthday parties have continued to play an important role in building community with the families that enjoy the imaginative play fostered in the Children’s Museum. Birthday parties often bring new families to experience the Museum for the first time, who sometimes become regulars themselves. Families gather in the classroom for 

			

		

		
			
				BRUNK CHILDREN’S MUSEUM OF IMMIGRATION
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				Linnea 

				Norlock as Pippi 

				Longstocking

			

		

		
			
				food and cake, and with the addition of Mormors Café, freshly brewed strong Swedish coffee and fresh baked pastries may be provided as well. With crafts and gift bags available, the Museum has everything you need to host a successful party.

			

		

		
			
				We had a busy schedule of special family programs throughout the year. Starting in February, we brought back our Viking breakfast after nearly ten years. Families learned how to write in the Elder Futhark runic script, which was used throughout Scandinavia during the Viking Age. They then carved their own runic message into a layer of clay laid over a river stone to create their own rune stones. Then, the Museum was visited by a Viking! But rather than raid our collections, he took pictures with families and handed out gift bags. In March, we hosted our annual Family Easter Event where families made påskris [decorative Easter branches] and painted wooden eggs. This year, for the egg hunt, we had a large poster with an empty garden of dirt and stems. Hidden inside each of the eggs was a paper flower, paper chick or bunny. As children found their eggs, they got to discover what was inside and paste it onto the poster, creating a collaborative garden scene. The poster was then hung up in the hallway of the third floor, perhaps the start of a new tradition.

				The summer fun began with Midsommarfest and many were excited to return to the Museum for our summer camps. We saw many familiar faces as well as made new friends at our summer camps. Midsommar camp was themed after Swedish art history. We learned several traditional Scandinavian crafts from carving petroglyphs, to weaving, cross stitch, macramé, painting Bonader and Välkommen signs, and creating art from recycled materials inspired by Danish artist Thomas Dambo. Sommarläger was themed after Swedish children’s book authors. We read the stories and learned about the beloved authors Tove Jansson, Sven Nordqvist, Maj Lindman, Elsa Beskow, and Astrid Lindgren. We continued our collaborations with many special guests 
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				such as Rabbitfoot puppetry, Linda Westergren-Muhr of the Nordic Folk Dancers, Catherine Werner and her traditional Swedish folk musicians, as well as established new connections with Linley Erickson to teach us kurbits painting, and architect Joel Berman to teach us urban sketching. The summer camps were led with the assistance of intern Felix Asare, an international student from Ghana studying at the School of the Art Institute, who brought a unique cultural perspective. He shared with us traditional techniques molding clay to create petroglyphs and candle holders and taught us the traditional game Pilolo among other activities.

				The year wrapped up with our busy holiday season. During our bustling Julmarknad [Christmas market], as people shopped around the Gallery, many families came up to the third floor and were visited by Tomte in the Children’s Museum and made Christmas crafts in the classroom. This year we wanted to spotlight the uniquely Swedish Christmas tradition of the Julbock [Christmas goat]. Typically, the Julbock is made of straw and decorates people’s homes. Families at Julmarknad and Breakfast with Tomten got to make their own Julbock out of tan pipe cleaner and ribbon. Our Breakfast with Tomten event has been a long-standing tradition where families make Christmas crafts, are served a Swedish pancake breakfast, and meet and take pictures withour Tomte which always garners a full house.

			

		

		
			
				GENEALOGY

			

		

		
			
				“Exploring Your Swedish Roots” Day at the Museum held its first annual gathering on May 24, 2025. Volunteers welcomed twenty families interested in discovering their Swedish heritage. Six experienced researchers provided one-on-one assistance, and additional volunteers helped translate documents and letters from Swedish to English. Mormors Café offered excellent fika and food, and a genealogy expert taught a class on how and where to begin searching for your Scandinavian roots. The two group tours of the core exhibit “We Are America” and the Brunk Children’s Museum were especially memorable. If you haven’t already, come learn and “Explore Your Swedish Roots”!

				The Swedish American Museum Genealogy Advisory Board continues to offer its hundreds of members a highly successful series of monthly genealogy presentations, some online and a few in person. In 2025, the ten programs included the history of Swedes involved in Chicago’s Iroquois Fire and the Eastland Disaster, Swedish marriage customs over the years, and 
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				The Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration experienced another wonderful year. It welcomed back students to learn about immigration history, fostered community through imaginative play, and brought together families to celebrate holidays and special events throughout the year. We look forward to upholding our cherished traditions and seeking ways to invite new people in appreciating Swedish American culture into our 25th year.

				Children’s Museum by Numbers

				Visitors: 11,745

				School tour visitors: 1,294

				Birthday party guests: 460

				Family Event Attendance: 365*

				*The family event attendance is lower than previous years due to a different counting methodology. During Midsommarfest and Julmarknad we counted the number of children who participated in crafts as opposed to total number of visitors in the Children’s Museum.

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				the history of health and healthcare in Sweden. Everyone is welcome, and membership in the Swedish American Genealogical Society through the Museum is strongly encouraged. 

				Our mission is to promote and preserve Scandinavian-American history by encouraging individuals to learn about their own family heritage.  We dedicate ourselves to providing the participants with guidance, education, and resources that aid in connecting past and present generations.  Please let us know how we can better help you preserve your family history. 
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				GREETINGS FROM THE CHAIR - Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates

			

		

		
			
				One of my favorite things about being on the Board of Directors, is that I can be present in the Museum in those times before we open to guests or after an event is held. I can be immersed in our “We Are America” exhibit or one of our galleries. Luckily, there are places to stop, be still, and take everything in. We have benches on each floor of our Museum. Benches are important. More than one person can sit on them at a time encouraging community. They are most often moveable offering opportunities for creativity and extended purpose. 

				There is something important about the times set aside by dates and calendars to reflect, remember, and reimagine. In our lives we experience events like the end of a year, the first day of school, special anniversaries and birthdays, and of course, opening day at our two baseball stadiums (Go Cubs!) While not on everyone’s calendar, the Annual Report for the Swedish American Museum is one of those times for me. To borrow a sports phrase, this article gives me a chance to brag about the Museum’s bench strength. The Board of Directors takes their work seriously and to heart. Whether supporting our highly gifted and stellar staff, providing insight and direction on the day-to-day operations, or encouraging new policies and events, I am proud to have served with such a dedicated Board during 2025. 

				Last year we saw continued success in our main exhibit, increased sales and products in our Mormors Café and Kerstin Andersson Museum Store, and exciting events for our members and community. The Museum staff and volunteers successfully navigated another Andersonville Midsommarfest, Aspire Gala, Julmarknad, Brunk Children’s Museum classes and tours, and so much more. These successes happen because so many people have put work, reflection, evaluation, time and knowledge into them. The successes happen because we have bench strength!

				Contributing to the strength of the Board of Directors are three members whose terms come to an end after our Annual Meeting. We give a heartfelt Thank You to: Anne Weidemanis Mägi, Gunilla M. Goulding (past Secretary and current Treasurer), and Jennifer Debner. Their dedication, passion for the Museum, and willingness to share their expertise and time has been key to the successes we have accomplished and new journeys begun. I am honored to have served with them! At the Annual Member Meeting, Museum members will be asked to vote to elect three new members to the Board. And so the bench grows.

				On behalf of the entire Board of Directors, Thank You to the most incredible staff that we have here at the Swedish 

			

		

		
			
				American Museum. Led with unwavering passion, vision, and strength by our Executive Director Karin Moen Abercrombie, the level of care, dedication and knowledge shown each and every day by our staff is exemplary. We are blessed and fortunate to have a staff committed to our Mission and Vision and with a willingness to bring new ideas and energies; all which help build a bench for the Museum’s ongoing growth. On behalf of the Board, I would also thank our Board of Trustees. It has been a pleasure to work with them more closely this past year and their commitment to the Museum is unwavering. 

				One of the initiatives the Board of Directors has been working on in a strategic way is the building of our bench. Not a physical bench, but a bench that will support the work we do and encourage growth and success for the Museum. At the May 2026 Board of Directors meeting, the Board will do its annual duty of electing the Executive Committee. Beginning this election, the Board will be looking to build our internal bench strength by having Executive Committee members step down from that role one year prior to their regular Board term ending. Our belief is that this will provide opportunities for new leadership while maintaining institutional knowledge within the Board. While I still have another year remaining on my term as a Board member, I will be our inaugural Executive Committee member for the process and will step down from my role as Chairperson. This change is procedural and it is our belief that this will be doing the work, behind the scenes, to build a deeper bench.

				The Board especially gives warm thanks to our many volunteers and members. You make the Museum sing and breathe and grow with your presence. Each one of you is welcome and by joining our journey, you enable us to be welcoming and inclusive of not only our Andersonville community, but the entire city as well. What each of us does matters and it matters deeply. In closing, I need to personally thank YOU, the many members and friends of the Swedish American Museum for all you did for and with the Museum last year. I encourage you to continue your support, donations, membership, and advocacy for the Museum and to share your connection with your friends and those you meet along the journey of life. We have a beautiful and meaningful story to not only share, but also to add to. At the April 19th Annual Member Meeting the Museum will officially kick of its 50th year! The journey has been fabulous and as we celebrate the past we embrace and step boldly into the future. Your individual presence strengthens the bench and there is always room for you on the bench. Together we build a stronger, wider and deeper bench for the future.
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				In 2025, the latest edition to the Museum brand, Mormors Café, completed its first full year in service. During the year the café welcomed two new staff members, Parker and Kae. Over the summer months we had extra help from Matildeh, a student home from school over the summer. The Café continued to benefit from the dedication of its volunteers. All staff and volunteers were essential in maintaining a welcoming and efficient operation.

				During the year the Café broadened its offerings to better serve Museum visitors and the surrounding community. Lunch service was introduced twice weekly, and designated Swedish Specials days allowed the Café to highlight traditional dishes that reflect the Museum’s cultural mission. Pre-order functionality was added to the website, improving convenience for guests and supporting increased demand for take-away items. In addition to regular service, the Café expanded its event capabilities by providing catering, hosting birthday celebrations, and offering after-hours programming. The Gingerbread House Decorating event, introduced during the holiday season, was particularly well received.

			

		

		
			
				SVENSKA SKOLAN & BULLERBYN

			

		

		
			
				Every other Sunday morning is a particularly busy day at the Museum. This is the time when Swedish speaking families gather at the Museum for fun and for an extra boost of Swedish for the children. Of course, the parents enjoy themselves too. 

				For the very youngest children, toddlers and infants, we have Bullerbyn led by Mattias Lidman and participating parents on a volunteer basis. Bullerbyn focuses on teaching basic vocabulary through song, storytelling, and play. Bullerbyn meets in the Brunk Children’s Museum of Immigration and the age of the participating children is 4 or younger. 

				As the children get older, they will start pre-school with Svenska Skolan which is taught by our two high school students Ludvig Wahlback and Karl Patel. This is a way for the older students to give back to the community, be leaders and encourage the younger students to enjoy the Swedish language and for parents to see the value of continuing with Svenska Skolan. 

			

		

		
			
				They worked on the alphabet, vocabulary, listened to Swedish children’s books, played games, and watched Swedish children’s TV shows. They also spoke a lot of Swedish.

				Next step, 1st grade through 5th grade, is taught by Petter Wahlback. Petter is a gifted musician and song writer and usually teaches older students at Columbia College. 

				Our oldest group is currently our high school students. After they are done teaching the youngest students, they focus on writing more advanced Swedish with a goal to pass the State Seal of Bi-literacy which is offered to high school seniors. This class is taught by Christina Merdinger, who has been a Svenska Skolan teacher for over 30 years. 

				Svenska Skolan and Bullerbyn also takes part in the big Swedish holidays celebrated at the Museum. They perform a Lucia procession at Julmarknad, the younger kids are part of Julgransplundring and everyone starts the school year in Vasa Park for Scandinavian Day.

			

		

		
			
				Mormors Café also strengthened its presence in the neighborhood by participating in Andersonville Restaurant Week in the fall. This initiative increased visibility and introduced new audiences to Swedish cuisine. Throughout the year, the Café continued to observe key Swedish food holidays, including Semla Day, Waffle Day, Midsummer, and Lucia. These celebrations drew strong attendance and reinforced the Café’s role in preserving and sharing Swedish culinary traditions.

				Cultural programming expanded further with the Café’s first art exhibit, which enhanced the visitor experience and supported a local artist. The Café also contributed a traditional Swedish kafferep to the Museum’s Annual Gala.

				Overall, the year reflected meaningful progress in staffing, programming, and cultural outreach. Mormors Café remains a valued component of the Swedish American Museum, and its continued development supports our mission to share and celebrate Swedish heritage. The Café looks forward to building on this year’s accomplishments and further strengthening its service to visitors and the community in the year ahead.
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				Photos from the Gala were taken by Liz Chilsen, Tone Stockenstrom Photography

			

		

		
			
				ASPIRE GALA

			

		

		
			
				Just after Halloween, it was time to trade costumes for black tie as guests gathered for The 2025 Aspire. One of the year’s most memorable events brought together members of the Swedish American community, supporters, and friends for an evening of celebration. The Gala served as an opportunity not only to raise support for the Museum but also to honor the community that has helped shape the institution over the years. 

				Held at Park Ridge Country Club, the event welcomed over 150 guests who gathered for dinner to celebrate another year of the Museum’s work while participating in fundraising activities, including a nostalgic twist on the classic childhood game fiskedamm, line dancing, raffle drawings, and our silent auction. 

				The Gala Co-Chairs, Ariane Heffernan, Jeanette Saari Norlock, Anna Engstrom Patel, along with the planning committee, worked to engage the Museum community while honoring the Swedish-American traditions. Their efforts helped create a memorable evening for all in attendance. 

				The evening honored the Merula Choir, a valued partner of the Museum, whose performances help spread joy and promote Swedish culture at events such as Midsommarfest and Lucia. 
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				Co-Chairs Anna Engstrom Patel, 

				Ariane Heffernan & Jeanette Saari Norlock
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				Gala Volunteers & Museum Staff

			

		

		
			
				We are also grateful to the generous sponsors whose support helped make Aspire Gala 2025 possible. From our Gold Sponsors to our Table Sponsors, every contribution played an important role in the success of the evening. The Aspire Gala is more than just a fundraiser – it is a celebration of community. 

				We sincerely thank everyone who attended, volunteered, and supported not only our annual Gala but the Museum’s ongoing work. Together, the evening celebrated the community that supports the Museum and helps ensure that Swedish-American heritage continues to be preserved and shared for generations to come.
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				Merula Choir

			

		

		
			
				Board of Trustee Members: Julie Benson, Matt Olaveson, Tom Thorelli, Kerstin Lane, 

				Paul Rimington, Larry Ekstrom, Joan Papdopoulos, & Dan Juran

			

		

		
			
				Line Dancing
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				Throughout the year, the Museum Store provided visitors with opportunities to experience Swedish-American culture in personal and meaningful ways. Whether through handcrafted objects, traditional foods, or contemporary design, each item tells a story of migration, adaptation, and cultural continuity. By bringing these elements into their homes, visitors participate in the ongoing story of immigration, one in which traditions are not only remembered, but lived. The Museum Store remains an integral part of how the Swedish American Museum fulfills its mission, connecting past and present through everyday experiences of culture, community, and shared heritage.

			

		

		
			
				Spring offerings highlighted traditions associated with renewal, celebration, and gathering. With Easter arriving later in the year, the Store featured a wide variety of seasonal décor and gifts connected to Swedish holiday customs. Selections included decorative eggs made from paper, wood, and felt, reflecting the long-standing tradition of decorating the home for spring. Lovi wooden kits, designed for self-assembly, encouraged creativity and echoed the value of craftsmanship found in Scandinavian design. Felted flowers from Gry & Sif, including daffodils, hyacinths, and magnolia branches, allowed visitors to create lasting bouquets inspired by the changing season and celebrations such as Easter and May Day. Textiles from Ekelund, including floral table runners and towels, highlighted the importance of hospitality and the shared table, while seasonal confections such as marzipan, Påskeskum, and chocolates reflected the role of food in marking holidays and bringing people together. The 80th anniversary of Pippi Longstocking was also recognized through a collection of themed household items, celebrating a beloved literary figure whose spirit of imagination and independence continues to resonate across cultures and generations.

			

		

		
			
				KERSTIN ANDERSSON MUSEUM STORE

			

		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			[image: ]
		

		
			
				During the winter season, the Store emphasized traditions centered on warmth, light, and togetherness - key elements of Swedish holiday life carried to America by immigrants. Seasonal décor such as ornaments, candle holders, and festive textiles reflected the importance of creating a welcoming home during the darker months. Handcrafted tomtar from Åsas Tomtebod connected visitors to Scandinavian folklore, where these figures serve as quiet guardians of the household and farm. The Kalastyle Swedish Dream collection, featuring soaps and bath products in Swedish tea and cardamom scents, drew inspiration from the tradition of fika, a daily pause centered on coffee, conversation, and community. This theme continued with a custom Fika-scented candle developed in collaboration with Edgewater Candles, evoking the comfort of gathering with others during the winter season.
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				Special events

				• Pop-up Café’s

				 Semla

				 Waffle

				 Midsommarfest

				• Concerts

				 Merula

				 Petter Wahlbäck

				 Chicago Mixed Chorus

				 Sofia Talvik

				 Thomas Martin

				 Roar Dons

				 Korgossarna

				 Thirteen Songs from Scandinavia

				 Andrea Hoag and Loretta Kelley

				• Herring Breakfasts

				• Tantalizing Treasures Sales

				• Aspire! Gala

				• Annual meeting

				• Volunteer appreciation dinner

				• Monthly Knitting Group

				• Monthly Book Club

				• Wine Tasting with Sommelier Maria Scharffenberg

				Holiday celebrations & programs

				• Easter Crafts for adults

				• Midsommarfest

				• Haunted Painting Workshop

				• Got Glögg?

				• Julmarknad

				• Candle Making and Christmas Crafts

				• Christmas holiday baking class

				• Gingerbread Decoration Class

				• Breakfast with Tomten

				• Lucia

				• Julgudstjänst

				• Julmiddag

				• Julgransplundring

				Children’s Events

				• Summer camps

				• Family Fest

				• Pippi Longstocking Birthday Bash

				• Viking Breakfast

				Lectures, films & books

				• From Fika to Fuji - part of Chicago Cultural Alliance 

				 Journey Chicago

				• Book Club 

				• Meet Actress and Filmmaker Jeanne Bøe

				• Movie Screenings

				 Becoming Astrid

				 Catwalk

				 The River, My Friend (Sami National Day)

			

		

		
			
				• The Satanic Tyranny of Money: August 

				 Nordenskjöld, Alchemy, Slavery, and the 

				 tradition(s) of Political Swedenborgianism talk by 

				 Dell Rose

				• Walking Trees book talk by Steven Peterson

				• Swedish Easter traditions by Priest Maria 

				 Sharffenberger and Pastor Michael Fick

				Swedish American Genealogy Society

				• “I” Is for Identity Crisis (Part 1 of 2) 

				 by Dan Hubbard

				• “I” Is for Identity Crisis: From the Source’s Mouth 

				 (Part 2 of 2) by Dan Hubbard

				• Chicago’s Deadliest Fire by Caron Brennan

				• Lesser-Known Records in ArkivDigital 

				 by Kathy Meade

				• Swedish Genealogy Day at the Museum

				• Chicago’s Eastland Disaster by Ted Wachholtz

				• Marriage Customs and Records 

				 by Geoffry Fröberg Morris AG

				• Health and Healthcare in Sweden by Bob Johnson

				• Chicago’s Newberry Library: Genealogy and Local 

				 History by Matthew Rutherford

				Classes & workshops

				• Swedish Language Classes

				• Svenska Skolan & Bullerbyn

				• Monthly Scandinavian Jam

				• Cooking Classes online & in person

				• Dala Horse Decoration

				• Badass Cross Stitch

				Community events

				• Andersonville Fiksa Fest

				• Rockford Midsummerfest

				• Swedish Days in Geneva

				• Andersonville Sidewalk Sale

				• Andersonville Farmers Market

				• Scandinavian Day at Vasa Park

				• International Film Festival at the Chicago

				 Cultural Center

				• Andersonville Arts Weekend

				• Andersonville Joy on Clark Street

				• Waldorf Valborg Celebration

				• Sweden Vast at Swedish Days in Geneva

				Guided tours

				• Walking Tour of Andersonville

				• “We Are America” guided tour
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				VOLUNTEERS

			

		

		
			
				Like every non-profit, the Museum has many volunteers who help us function, both on a day-to-day basis covering areas like the admissions desk or assisting in the store, and during our large events like Midsommarfest or Julmarknad. We are incredibly thankful for all the work these volunteers do, and are constantly honored by their steadfast support of the Museum. 

				This year, the Museum logged over 6,750 hours by 194 volunteers and interns. We welcomed 25 new volunteers in 2025, who have all added to the Museum community in different remarkable ways.

				In 2025, we worked continuously on our goal to strengthen the volunteer base by building community, this was felt through an increase in the attendance numbers at Volunteer Fika. We hosted 3 Volunteer Fikas to check in with our volunteers and give information or training on our larger upcoming events. Our Volunteer Committee met twice last year to discuss our larger events and any changes we feel need to be made in the world of volunteering. Through our post-event volunteer surveys, the changes made to Midsommarfest and Julmarknad have increased volunteer satisfaction and improved the overall experience for the people dedicating their time and energy to supporting the Museum.

				The Volunteers of the Year for 2025 were Joanne Kiewicz and Margot Ward, companions in volunteering at the admissions desk; we felt we couldn’t separate them for this award. Both these volunteers are kind and endlessly funny, always sharing stories of their pasts as a teachers and anecdotes about their family. If you’ve visited the Museum on a Wednesday, or in previous years on Thursdays, you have likely seen their smiling faces. Always a welcome presence, Margot & Joanne brighten the day of staff and their fellow volunteers. They are also members of the Volunteer Committee and take time to advocate for change, both during committee meetings and in everyday conversation. 
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				Volunteers and Interns who have come in more than 30 hours in 2025 are:

				Carolyn Aronson

				Felix Kwaku Asare*

				Julie Benson

				Judy Bianchi

				Seth Bloomenstiel

				Lauralee Carlson Reese

				Stella Conrad*

				Jen Debner

				Else-Britt DeLong

				Anna Engstrom Patel

				Vivi-Anne Erikson

				Linda Flentye

				Carina Fyr Miller

				Diana Gardner

				Gunilla Goulding

				Hannah Grönberg Brydges*

				Lotta Gustafsson

				Jim Haglund

				Heidi Hazelrig*

				Elizabeth Hubbard

				Martha Jacobson

				Wesley Janson

				Elizabeth Jaskot*

				Brian Johnson

				Joanne Kiewicz

				Nancy Komessar

			

		

		
			
				Songe Kvinsland*

				Thea Lega*

				Miles Lindblad

				Lexi Mangrum-Prokofiof*

				Nina Marshall

				Patrick McGreevey*

				Paul Miller

				Kevin Clark Palmer

				Karl Patel

				Kris Pierre

				Ed Pritikin

				Maegan Resuello

				Eve Rigsby

				Geatanoe Rizzo*

				Beth Ruark

				Ariana Rubin*

				Reine Saint Amour*

				Frank Schneider

				Shawn Shi*

				Joy Thorbjornsen - Coates

				Marie Thourson Jones

				Ludvig Wahlback

				Margot Ward

				Kevin Williams

					* Intern
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				Save the Date

				The 50th Anniversary celebration continues as we party like it’s 

				1976 at a retro themed party at the Museum.

				Saturday, Aug. 15 / $100 / This event is 21+

				Your ticket price includes food, drinks and music from 

				Marc “Moose” Moder (MooseTheDJ)
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				BOARD OF DIRECTORS

				Officers

				Chair

				Joy Thorbjornsen-Coates 

				Vice Chair

				Brian T. Johnson

				Treasurer

				Gunilla M. Goulding

				Secretary

				Lauralee Carlson Reese

				Directors

				Jennifer Debner

				Ulla-Britt Gerber

				Amber Holst-Wilson

				Mattias Lidman

				Melinda Nygren Pierce

				Beth Ruark

				Anne Weidemanis Mägi

				Katarina Wijkander

				Historic Consultant

				Dr. Philip Anderson

			

		

		
			
				STAFF

				Executive Director

				Karin Moen Abercrombie

				Community Engagement Manager

				Layne Borden

				Communications Manager

				Angelica Farzaneh-Far

				Curator

				Sarah Hawkinson

				Curatorial Assistant

				Bea Sider

				Archival Technician

				Shelby Walker

				Cafe Manager

				Jeanette S. Norlock

				Cafe Associate

				Mathilde Hogg 

				Kae Norlock

				Linnea Norlock

				Parker Seavey

				Bakers

				Rachel Garrett

				Jack Rademaker

				Education Manager

				Jack Rogalla

				Docents

				Mathilde Hogg

				Chloe Johnson

				Kayla Kriho

				Barb Miller

				Sarah Schar

				Contracted Educators

				Barb Miller

				Sarah Schar

				Store Manager

				Lydia Taylor

				Store Associate

				Beverly Albert

				Swedish Language Teachers

				Karin Filipsson

				Jack Rogalla

				Svenska Skolan & Bullerbyn Teachers

				Mattias Lidman

				Christina Merdinger

				Petter Wahlback

				Svenska Skolan Teachers Assistants

				Isabelle Cody Källén

				Karl Patel

				Ludvig Wahlback

			

		

		
			
				BOARD OF TRUSTEES

				Chair

				Paul Rimington

				Vice-Chair

				Matt Olaveson

				Trustees

				Julie Anne Benson

				Lars Brunk

				Anne Brunk Peterson

				Larry Ekstrom

				Albert Goodman

				Robert Gramen

				Dan Juran

				Kerstin Lane

				J. Robert Lind

				Janet Nelson

				Kevin Palmer

				Elizabeth Peterson

				Ron Peterson

				Steve Satek

				Thomas Thorelli

				Kevin Williams

			

		

		
			
				Dr. Gunnar & Kerstin* Andersson

				Birgitta & Tomas* Bergman

				Birgitta & Thomas* Bolling

				Harriet* & Pehr* Bolling

				Ulla & Bertil* Brunk

				Eva & Gordon* Goranson 

				Bo & Anita Hedfors

				Russell & Catherine Holmquist

			

		

		
			
				LIFE TRUSTEES
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				MISSION

				Through its arts and educational programs and its permanent collection, the Swedish American Museum interprets the immigrant experience for children and adults and promotes an appreciation of contemporary Swedish-American culture.

				VISION

				To be the preeminent Swedish-American immigration museum in the greater Chicago area and a unifying force within the Midwestern Nordic community. 

				CORE VALUES

				The Swedish American Museum celebrates Swedish culture, customs, and traditions. Honors the Swedish immigration experience. Recognizes contributions of volunteers and supporters. Fosters collaboration with the broader community.

			

		

		
			
				Jon* & Jane Lind

				Nels* & Alice Nelson

				Wayne E. Nelson

				Ken Norgan*

				Joan & Peter Papadopoulos

				Bengt* & Gerd Sjögren

				Rebecca* & Claes Warnander 

				 *Deceased
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				FINANCIALS

			

		

		
			
				Revenues	2025	2024	2023	2022

				Contributions and dues income	$408,557	$340,541	$736,704	$305,533

				Admission fees	$47,066	$40,484	$31,613	$20,190

				Memorials and restricted gifts $856,155	$300,641	$185,945	-$64,428

				Café Sales	$114,287	$52,618	$13,182	$13,926

				Gift shop sales	$284,586	$252,587	$253,309	$252,020

				Special events/programs (net of program costs)	$83,186	$75,621	$95,816	$81,428

				Total public support	$1,793,837	$1,062,492	$1,316,569	$608,669

				Grants from government agencies	$281,362	$144,109	$173,399	$137,999

				Other income and net assets released from restriction	$260,777	$356,420	$289,533	$5,913

				Total Public Support & Other Revenues	$2,335,976	$1,563,021	$1,779,501	$752,581

				Expenses	

				Program services	$1,077,227	$961,820	$849,655	$776,987

				Management and general services	$220,465	$176,798	$167,890	$128,294

				Fund-raising services	$227,653	$135,627	$127,392	$134,235

				Total Functional Expenses	$1,525,345	$1,274,245	$1,144,937	$1,039,516

				Change in net assets	$810,631	$288,776	$634,564	-$286,935

				 Prior period adjustment/Special Expense	

				Change in net assets	$810,631	$288,776	$634,564	-$286,935

				 Net assets - beginning of year $6,017,378	$5,781,220	$5,159,838	$5,460,699

				 Net assets - end of year	$6,828,009	$6,069,996	$5,794,402	$5,173,764

				Balances at Year End	

				Assets	

				 Total current assets (cash, grants and inventory)	$4,397,918	$3,734,247	$3,661,293	$3,275,621

				 Fixed assets, less depreciation	$3,603,677	$3,493,533	$3,391,728	$3,175,219

				  Total assets	$8,001,595	$7,227,780	$7,053,021	$6,450,840

				Liabilities and Net Assets	

				 Total current liabilities	$179,026	$172,500	$164,923	$118,349

				 Long-term and deferred debt, net of current portion	$994,560	$1,037,902	$1,106,878	$1,172,653

				 Total liabilities	$1,173,586	$1,210,402	$1,271,801	$1,291,002

				Total net assets	$6,828,009	$6,017,378	$5,781,220	$5,159,838
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				Total support and revenue for 2025 amounted to $2,335,976, which was $825,573 higher than 2024 primarily because of $856,155 received in memorials and restricted gifts. Nearly all revenue categories increased in 2025; admission fees and gift shop sales increased by 13 percent and 16 percent, respectively. Mormors Café was also open for the full year with sales of $114,287.

				Expenses for 2025 totaled $1,525,345, which was 20 percent or $251,100 higher than the previous year. Expenses increased because of additional Museum staff and fundraising costs planning for the 50th anniversary campaign. Total assets increased by $773,815, a 11 percent rise, bringing the total to $8,001,595.

				We are thankful for continued generous support from the Museum community, and this support enables the Museum to fulfill its mission within the cultural landscape of Chicago and across the Midwest.
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